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Date: July 15, 2009

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

ARCTIC IMAGES DERIVED FROM CLASSIFIED DATA SHOULD
BE MADE PUBLIC TO HELP SCIENTISTS EXAMINE CLIMATE
CHANGE AND IMPACTS OF DIMINISHING SEA ICE

WASHINGTON -- Hundreds of images derived from classified data
that could be used to better understand rapid loss and transformation
of Arctic sea ice should be immediately released and disseminated to
the scientific research community, says a new report from the
National Research Council. The committee that wrote the report
emphasized that these Arctic images show detailed melting and
freezing processes and also provide information at scales, locations,
and time periods that are important for studying effects of climate
change on sea ice and habitat -- data that are not available
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Text of Fictitious Remarks by former Senator and Vice President Al Gore

Al Gore impersonated by Wolfe Maykut



Ladies and Gentlemen,

Fellow Nobel laureates,

And all of you who supported me during my presidential campaign back in 2000.

And all of you who came to see the premier of my new movie, An Inconvenient Truth back in 2006.

(Like an orator) I'm delighted to be here with you today to take part in celebrating the the flowering of
Arctic research after the IGY and, in particular, the achievements of a great Arctic scientist, my friend
and distinguished colleague, Norbert Untersteiner.

(More relaxed) I've known Norbert since 1992, back when | was still a senator from Tennessee. The
cold war was just beginning to wind down then and it got me to thinking that a lot of the data that we
and the Soviets had gathered over the years for surveillance purposes was no longer going to be of
any strategic value, so perhaps it could be turned into a scientific legacy. | proposed this idea to CIA
Director Robert Gates, the same Robert Gates as our current Secretary of Defense, and he agreed.
Since a lot of that top secret data was taken aboard nuclear submarines cruising in the Arctic, it was
clear that we needed to involve an expert in sea ice on the advisory committee for the project. | asked
the CIA to identify the Number 1 expert on sea ice and who did they come up with but Norbert
Untersteiner (sung to Davy Crockett theme). And that was the beginning of what we call the Medea
Project.



(Addresses Norbert) As a long term member of my advisory committee for Medea, Norbert, you
taught me two great lessons. The first is the fundamental truth of the First Law of Thermodynamics.
(To audience) Regardless of what they might say in Ripley’s Believe it or not or on the Internet, or
during time-outs at hockey games when they bring out the Zamboni machine, warm water does not
freeze faster than cold water. (Address Norbert again) Norbert, Do you remember the day you
taught me that lesson about the First Law? We were sitting in the hearings with all the secretaries
and undersecretaries in attendance, and something you said piqued my curiosity and | asked you,
“Norbert, would it be wrong to say that warm water freezes faster than cold water?” And | could see
your face starting to get read and you shifted your weight and sat a little higher in your chair, and
then you stuck your arm out and pointed at me (point at Norbert, right arm straight, index finger
extended) and you practically yelled, “Mr. Vice President, if you said that you would be very, very
wrong!” Everyone in the room was astonished. | could see the color draining out of Linda Zall’s
face. (parenthetically to audience: Linda was the Medea project director and she was sitting next to
Norbert at the time) and the room suddenly became so quiet that you could have heard a pin drop.
And in that extended silence, | was thinking to myself, “I haven’t heard anyone talk to me like that
since | was a student in Roger Revelle’s class. | suddenly sensed the humor of the situation and |
started to laugh out loud. And within a few seconds everyone in the room, including Linda Zall, was
laughing hysterically. Man, that’s one lesson I'll never forget.

(to the audience) The other great lesson | learned from Norbert is that if you want to succeed in
this world, you have to get the women on your side. Tipper had been telling me this for years, but
until | saw Norbert in action, | had no idea what a profound truth this is. ....Mind you, it doesn’t
always work. | found that out in the 2000 election when 54% of the women voted for me and...
well... you know the rest of the story. But for Norbert it always seems to work. | still don’t know
how he does it.



Norbert has also helped me and the Medea project in a number of other ways. We learned early
on that if you want to get the Russians to give you their data, you have to win their trust. You
have to make friends with them, but that’s not enough. You have to drink with them too. Well
chugallugin’ shot glasses of vodka was never my strong suit, but Norbert, when it came down to
drinking vodka with the Russians, you never shirked your duty to your country. And we’ve got
the data to prove it.

The other thing | want to thank you for is the day back in 1997 you came to the White House at
my request and personally prepped me for the speech that | had to give about the Arctic for the
National Geographic Society. Without your help, | might have misspoken about the First Law
and gotten myself into political hot water so to speak.

(To the audience) Norbert charms the ladies, and he can also charm military satellites. In
Medea we instituted a program that we called “global fiducials”. We identified certain key
locations like the top of Mt Kilimanjaro where we would take a set of high resolution
photographs over an extended period of time to reveal how the climate is changing. By high
resolution | mean finer than a gnat’s eyebrow. Remember, these are military satellites. Initially
the data would be classified, of course, but over the course of time, they would be degraded to,
say 1 meter by 1 meter resolution, declassified, and released to the scientific community as a
legacy. The satellites started taking these photos in the 1990s but one of the first things the
Bush folks did when they took office in 2001 was to shut down the program. But for some
reason that nobody understands, Norbert’s satellites that were documenting the changes in the
Arctic ice secretly refused to stop taking photos and they persisted through the eight years of
the Bush Administration. In July of this year we released over a thousand of these remarkable
photos and | included two of them on page 380 in my new book, entitled “Our Choice”. (Holds
up his new book)



(Walks over to Norbert) Norbert, | want you to have an autographed copy of my new
book, and I'll treasure my copy of your new DVD. (Shakes hands with Norbert , then
address the audience ) Folks, I'm sorry | had to come late and leave early, but I'm on
my way to Copenhagen to prepare for the global warming negotiations next month.
(Sounding like an orator again) If we succeed, we’re going to stop the sea ice from
melting any further so that your children, and their children, and their childrens’
children will be able to enjoy the privilege of freezing their buns off camping out in the
Arctic just like Norbert and his buddies did. Wish me luck!
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AIDJEX camp, mentioned in |im Baker’s remarks
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