Photos and maps from a large collection dating back to 1909 document exactly what the glaciers have done in the
past. What these photos and maps clearly show is the Mt. Baker glaciers reached their maximum extent of the past century
in 1915 at the end of the 1880 to 1915 cold period. The glaciers then melted back strongly during the 1915 to 1950 warm
period. The climate then turned cool again, and Mt. Baker glaciers advanced strongly for 30 years. In 1977, the climate
turned warm again and since about 1980, glaciers have been retreating again. However, photos and maps prove that all
Mt. Baker glaciers are more extensive today than they were in 1950. Here are a few examples.

Roosevelt and Coleman glaciers

Comparison of the position of the terminus of the Roosevelt glacier on USGS topographic maps of 2014
(blue line) and 1952 (green line). Both the Coleman and Roosevelt glaciers are more extensive now than they
were in 1952.
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Comparison of photographs of the Roosevelt glacier in 2015 and 1950 confirm that the glacier is more
extensive now than in 1950. In the photos below, note that the terminus of the glacier reaches to the edge of
dark cliff (left photo) in 2015, but was well upvalley from it in 1950 (right photo). The X on the photos is a
point of reference for comparison.

Deming glacier

Comparison of the position of the terminus of the Deming glacier on USGS topographic maps of 2014
(blue line) and 1952 (green line) show that the glacier was more extensive in 2014 than it was in 1952.
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Photographs of the Deming glacier 2011-2015 confirm that the glacier is more extensive now than it was in
1950-52. In the photos below the X is a point of reference and the yellow diamond is the terminus. The 2011-
2015 terminus is far downvalley (see map) from it’s 1950-52 position.



Deming glacier, 1950. Deming glacier , 2011.
Boulder glacier

Comparison of the position of the terminus of the Boulder glacier on USGS topographic maps of 2015 (blue
line) and 1952 (green line) show that the glacier is more extensive now than it was in 1952.
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Boulder glacier, 1950. Bouléler glacier, 01 -14



Photographs of the Boulder glacier 2011-2014 confirm that the glacier is extensive now than it was in 1950-
52. In the photos below the X is a point of reference and the yellow diamond is the terminus. The 2011-2015
terminus is far downvalley (see map) from it’s 1950-52 position.

All of Mt. Baker’s other glaciers show the same thing. They are all more extensive now than they were in
1952 and nothing unusual is happening to them—they have been where they are now many times before. Data
similar to that shown here for the Coleman, Roosevelt, Deming, and Boulder glaciers is also available for the
Easton, Squak, Talum, Park, Rainbow, and Mazama glaciers.



