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Can you estimate the
velocity of the inertial
oscillation from the size of
the inertial circles?

Fig. 83. The historic current measurements in the Baltic by Gustafson and Kullenberg (1936), showing oscilla-
tions of near-inertial period. The plot is a progressive vector diagram, showing the displacement a particle would
have, given the velocity observed at the current meter. The inertial period is 14 hr, and marks are shown 1day
apart. Note the anticyclonic sense of rotation.
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200-800 m mean
wind turns
counterclockwise
(why not
clockwise?) with
time after frictional
drag suddenly
stops near sunset.

Figure 6. Hodograph of winds averaged over the layers 0-200m, 200-800m on day 13/14 of Wangara
(27/28 July 1967). Numbers labelling the points refer to Eastern Standard Time.



