Late Winter at Viking Lander 2, 48° north

 [image: image1.jpg]




.

This image shows atmospheric carbon dioxide, CO2 condensed out on the ground in the shadows of many nearby rocks.  The temperature of the Martian surface varies so much that the surface pressure varies above and below the annual average by about 15% due to the atmosphere condensing as solid CO2 ,”dry ice”, and sublimating directly from solid to gas as it warms.  





 On top of the lander, a set of magnets and color swatches are used to study the magnetic properties of the Martian dust. The lander cameras use the right hand color charts for color calibration. The black grid pattern on the Lander’s white paint indicates dust deposition both from the soil sampler depositing material in the experiment intakes on top of the lander deck and deposition by atmospheric dust. Earlier during this first Viking year on Mars, there were two great dust storms, the most intense lasting about 90 sols: a sol is a 24.66 hour long Mars day.





The S-Band antenna deployment and steering mechanism occupies much of the upper half of this frame.








